Autonomic dysfunction, peripheral neuropathy, and depression.
A 15-year-old boy with diarrhea, dizziness, dysesthesias, and depression is described. On admission, his blood pressure was 110/84 reclining but less than 40 systolic while standing. Vibratory sensation and nerve conduction velocities were decreased in his lower extremities. CSF protein concentration was normal but sural nerve biopsy demonstrated generalized demyelination. Extensive toxicologic and metabolic screening proved unremarkable. Norepinephrine concentrations in plasma and urine, and CSF concentration of 3-methoxy-4-hydroxy phenylglycol (MHPG) were markedly reduced. The patient demonstrates a combination of autonomic dysfunction, peripheral neuropathy, and affective disorder. This collection of clinical and neurochemical findings represents a previously unreported entity involving a defect of both central and peripheral noradrenergic systems.